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Hussein and Dr. Singh.

A land mine explosion left
Hussein blinded, but after the
removal of debris from his left
eye and a corneal transplant, the
optic nerve was found intact.
Doctors and caregivers are glacd
the Iragi boy's sight has besn
restored.

After three major surgeries and

many other medical treatments,
Hussein has now returned home
to his family in Irag. Like all
transplant patients, Hussein will
need 1o take medication for the
rest of his life, so his body will
not reject the donated cormea.

Hussein

No one who meets Hussein comes
away unallected by his easy, oulgoing
nature, But when the Iragi boy arrived
in Phoenix, he wasn't the confident kd
he is now. A couple of years before he'd
come 1o Phoenix, a land mine explosion
took Hussein's sight and his left arm. His
face and body bore many scars from the
burning mine.

The debris in his eye left him very sen-
sitive to light, so he shielded his face by
holding his head 1o one side and tried to
keep his eyes closed as much as possible.
This protective posture made Hussein
seem shy and reserved, And of course
the language barrier didn’t help.

But as he learned English, sometimes
[rom the lyries ol the songs he sang with
his host family, the Karams, Husseins
personality begain to shine. Once the
debris in his eve was cleared away,
Hussein steadily became more confident
and active.
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His lowve of singing grew, oo, AL his
going-away party, Hussein eagerly took
to the mike and serenaded a crowd
made up of doctors, caregivers, and
{riends with an a capello version of
“Wake Me Up When September Ends.
The song’s melancholy lyrics, and
Hussein's sweet delivery, was inspiring,

Asked later ift he worred about going
home to Irag, Hussein was cheerful and
upheat,

“Some people say it's not a good place
right now;, but I want to go home and see
my family,” he said.

Hussein returned home 1o his family
in Majay, Iraq in March. When his host
mom, Deborah, phoned him, she said it
sounded like the whole village had
turnied out o welcome him home.

Deborah recently shared a card with
other HTC members that Hussein made
before he lefi for home, He'd decorated
the card with pictures that are as sunny
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and bright as he is. At the bottom,
Hussein wrote, “If nobody can save the
world, Healing the Chuldren will.®

These are humbling and inspiring
words, especially coming from a boy
who, at age 12, has already experienced
so much, His words point to a truth that
everybody who's been around HTC's
kids knows. The children that we are
privileged 1o help wouch us every bit as
much as we do them.

Maybe even more. 4
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Lidia
Digestive tract repai

Cochlear implant :

When Lidia arrived in Phocnix from
Ecuador, host mom Kelly Carrizosa was
prepared for the young child’s digestive
tract mallormation and bilateral clefi
palate. But as time passed, the family
began to suspect that Lidia had other
health problems,

Though she seemed 1o adjust well 1o
the new family and new surroundings,
Lidia didn’t always respond to attempts
to speak to her, and didn’t always notice
when someane entered the room. Kelly
suspected that more than a language
barrier was at work, Lidia's doctors
confirmed what the family suspected,
that the child was deal,

Lidia had two major surgeries on her
digestive tract, and her bilateral cleft
palate was repaired in a third procedure.
She was set to return home in January,
The international coordinator back
home in Ecaudor helped explain the new
diagnosis to Lidia’s parents. So when the
Carrizosa family personally delivered
Lidia to her parents, the family was de-
lighted o see the resulls of her surgeries
and were ready 1o learn o deal with
their daughter’s dealness.

But back in Phoenix, doctors were
exploring the options for treatment. A
cochlear implant would allow Lidia to
hear and would improve her chances ata
more normal life, The implant surgery
itsell iz relatively routine, and recovery
time is quick. But patients who receive
cochlear implants require a year ol train-
ing in order to learn how Lo process the
input their brains are receiving

Whole Foods to

Donate Proceeds

Whole Foods Market in Paradise Valley
will donate 5% of the store's net sales on
Wednesday, June 13 1o HTC Arizona.
We're planning to set up a table in the
store to spread the word about who we
are and how we work for kids at home in

Arizona and abroad.

Lidia’s parents, who'd already made
the sacrifice 1o send their young daughter
to the UUS, were overjoyed to have her
back home, So it wasn't an easy decision
1o allow her to return to the US, A year
in the life of a young child is a very long
time,

“Some people think it's such a sacrifice
[or the host family. But my experience
wasi't that at all. It%s really a sacrifice for
the parents. Who can let their child go
that far away unless they love them™
said Kelly,

For the Carrizozas, the decizion to have
Lidia return to live with them was easy.
Ewven ecasier in [act, than the inidal deci-
sion 1o become a host family had been.
Kelly and her husband, Danny heard
about Lidia at a Bible study class one
evening, Although the adults were on-

“Who can let their child go
that far away unless they love
them?”

Kelly Carrizosa
Lidia's host mom

board almost immediately, they knew
having a small child with pressing medi-
cal needs could be a challenge for their
children, Maya, & and [saac, 8, who are
home schooled,

*\t that age, children are concerned
about how things will effect them,” said
Kelly

Drespite some doubls expressed by
Isaae, the Carrizosas pressed ahead, and
had signed paperwork to get the process
underway the day alter they first heard
about Lidia. Seeing how well her chil-
dren rose to the oceasion was one of the
many blessings she received during
Liclia's first visil, said Kelly.

“|Isaac] really served her, and me, the
whole time she was here. He's a hundred
percent behind her coming back,” <

We need volunteers who are available
between 10 am and 7 pm 1o spend some
time “manning” the information table.

Please stop by the store with your
shopping list to say thanks 1o Whaole
Foods Market for their support of HTC.

The store 15 located ar 10810 N, Tatum
Boulevard in Phoenix, That’s near the
intersection of Tatum and Shea.

Our Mission
Healing the Children is dedicated to

national and worldwice
network of caring people.

QOur Vision
HTC Arizona's vision is of a world
a treatable
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Maiden Medical
Trip Exceeds Goals

L

HTC's first international medical
trip lar exceeded its goal of operating on
50 children in Cali, Colombia, almost
doubling the wotal to 98, Success is due 1o
months of planning between HTC and
our international partner, Margarita
Lenis, of Fundacion Casa de Colombia.
Marpgarita insured that children were
prescreened, reserved operating rooms in
advance and helped prepare the hospital
stall at Club Noel Hospital to work with
the Arizona team,

This detailed planning allowed 98
children o be treated. The team brought
supplies for 30-60 children, so when
stores ran low, HTG bought more, and
were slill able (o leave a stock of unused
supplies with the hospital,

Most surgeries were performed at Club
Nocl, but the more complicated proce-
dures were moved to a larger hospital,
Yalle del Lili. HTC's | 2-member team,

lead by Dy Phillip Gleason, comprised
two surgeons, two anesthesiologists, four
nurses, lwo administrators and two assis-
tants,

Children received medical care that is
considered routine here in the United
States, But basic surgical procedures,
such as hernia repair, are not available
[or many of Colombia's poorest children
because their parents can’t aflord even a
minimal sum for medical care,

“We gave much of ourselves but our
rewards were the smiles, hugs and sin-
cere words of appreciation from the par-
ents for helping their children,” said
Jackie Beals, a nurse who ook personal
time away rom her job to make the
medical trip.

Although the team was tired at the end
of the intensive week, all members lefi
Cah looking lorward to another trip, The
Foundacion and hosts in Cali are also
eager to work with the team again, Ex-
ecutive Director of HTC Arizona Jo-
hanna Rickeits was excited by the team's
SLICCESSES,

“This first mission sel the stage for
additional trips,” she said. <

Thank You to HTC's
2006 Service Providers

This list of providers shows just how marny
peaple pitch in when a child comes to the US
for medical weatment, HTC is grateful to all
those who helped our international children
in 2006,

For Juan from Ecuador

Mark and Fristin Mathews, host family
Scott Croft, MID, surgeon

Scottsdale Healtheare Shea Hospital
Valley Anesthesia Consultants:

Dir Steve Berlin

Petersen’s Phvsical Therapy

American Aidines

For Kennsy from Honduras
Craig and Jill Early, host family
Richard Shindell, MDD, surgeon

5t. Joseph's Hospital

WValley Anesthesia Consultants
Foothills Physical Therapy
Continental Adrlines

For Lidia from Ecuador
Danny and Kelly Carrizosa, host family
Stephen Beals, MD, surgeon
Enrigue Grisoni, MDY, surgeon
Scottsdale Healthcare Shea Hospital
Banner Children’s Hospital

at Banner Desert Medical Center
Walley Anesthesia Consultants:

D Jason Carns, Dr. Lorne Mekay
Michael Carlton, MD

Don Headley, MD

Michael Fucel, MD

Alan Longfellow, LS

Scottsdale Medical Imaging
American Adrlines

For Hussein from Irag
Faymond and Debra Karam, host family
Brandon Cassidy, MD

Jefirey Edelstein, MD, surgeon
Jung Dao, MD, surgeon
Shepard Bryvan, MDD, surgeon
Davinder Singh, MD, surgeon
Phoenix Children's Hospital
Valley Anesthesia Consultants:
D, Steven Beck, D John Curtis
Stephen Beals, MD

Bruce Bridgwater, DO

Adrian Arva, MD

Harald Magalnick, MDD
Mounib Shaaban, DD&

Joseph Pongratz, Pongratz Orthotics
Jahn Hadlock, Eve Concern

Foundation for the Blind, Sandra Stirnweiss
Dionor Metwork of Arizona

Robert Gross, MDY

James Bailey, Optelec US Inc.

Renald McDonald House
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